CONCLUSION

built, and first administered, that state are an education in
political thought. When America was young, and had a
soul, she knew that freedom from autocracy must be bought
at a heavy price in responsibility and effort. Is it too late to
return to that knowledge, to those traditions? With a
century of experience for warning, is it possible to cancel
the Jacksonian revolution, to go back to the days before the
excesses of democracy instead of pushing forward to com-
munism or to some alternative tyrant? History suggests
that once the franchise has been given it can only be with-
drawn by revolution. But in the days when America could
still be proud it was her boast that she was able to initiate,
that she need not always follow the old course to the old
conclusion. Can she purge her Republic? Or must she
stumble on until everything she has stood for is discredited?
If the conservative attempt be made, the task should be
simplified and given added appeal by the increase in real
wealth which the machine is offering. Few nations have
ever found a second chance, but it seems likely that with
wise administration the well-taught, well-nurtured America
of J, Q* Adams's dream has again become possible. Will
these new communal riches be wasted like the old? Will
they be seized for the advantage of a Marxian state which,
whether good or bad in itself, would be the end of the
American effort? Or will those who believe that there was
much merit in that effort take this new, this last, chance to
build a genuine commonwealth, a government that is neither
tyrannous nor venal?